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Farm Production, Disposition, Cash Receipts and Gross Income from Turkeys 
1954-55 


Turkey production in 1955 totaled about 65 million birds, the Crop Reporting Board announced. 
This is 3 percent less than the 68 million turkeys produced in 1954, Production was below that of 
1954 in all but 7 States. 


California was again the leading State in the production of turkeys, with 10 million birds in 1955 
followed by Minnesota with 8 million, Virginia with 55 million, Iowa with about 43 million, Texas 
with 3 million and Ohio with about 3 million birds. These 6 States accounted for over half the turkeys 
produced in 1955. The West North Central States, thelargest producing area in the United States, 
produced about 26 percent of the Nation's turkeys in 1955, the West 25 percent, the South Atlantic 
17 percent, the East North Central 14 percent, the South Central 10 percent, and the North Atlantic 
8 percent. 


Heavy and Light Breed Turkeys Decrease: Turkey growers raised about 49 million heavy breed 
turkeys in 1955, less than 1 percent below 1954. They raised about 17 million light breeds, a de- 
crease of 12 percent. Of the turkeys raised in 1955, 74 percent were heavy breeds and 26 percent 
light breeds, compared with 72 percent heavy and 28 percent light in 1954. 


Turkey Sales Smaller: Turkeys sold in 1955 totaled about 65 million--3 percent less than in 
1954. Numbers sold were smaller in all parts of the country except the East North Central and the 
West where there was no change. About 6 percent fewer pounds of turkeys were sold in 1955 be- 
cause birds were sold at lighter weights than in 1954. 


January 1 Breeder Hen Holdings: Breeder hen holdings of the heavy breeds on January 1, 1956 
were 10 percent larger than a year earlier, while holdings of light breeds were 8 percent smaller. 
All other turkeys on hand January 1, 1956 (market birds and breeder toms) were 12 percent smaller. 


Prices Increased: The average price received for turkeys sold in 1955 was 30.2 cents per 
pound live weight, compared with 28.8 in 1954. An additional advantage was 7 percent lower feed 
prices in 1955. 


Cash Receipts Smaller: Cash receipts from the sale of 1,080 million pounds, live weight, of 
turkeys in 1955 were about 326 million dollars--2 percent less than in 1954. A 6 percent decrease 
in pounds of turkeys sold more than offset a 5 percent increase in the average price. 


Market Birds Lighter: Market |turkeys averaged 16.7 pounds live weight in 1955, compared with 
17. 2 in 1954, 


Death Loss: Loss of poults in 1955 was 9.8 percent of those started, compared with 10 percent 
in 1954, Breeder hen losses were 6.2 percent, compared with 5.9 percent in 1954. 


Revised production and disposition estimates for 1954 and 1955 by States are shown in this issue. 
Estimates have been revised after a review of the 1954 Census and other data not available at the 
time the original estimates were made. Revised estimates by States, 1950-54 will be released in 
late April 1956. 
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Turkeys: Number on farms January 1, by States, 1955-56 1/ 


State : 1955 : 1956 
aH SEES eee te eye Breeder hens 
Miioe d Heavy Light ; Total ; Heavy , Light , Total | Heavy ; Light , Total ; Heavy ; Light , Total 
Thou- Thou- Thou Thou= Thou= Thow- Thou= Thou- Thou= Thou= Thou- Thou- 
sands sands sands sands sands senda sands sands sands sands sands sands 
Maine cccoes 9 12 21 8 8 16 11 6 U7 10 5 15 
NeHetdeteeee 20 2 22 10 1 11 22 iL 23 10 at iat 
Vt. secccee 11 al i 6 == 6 9 == 9 5 aS 5 
MaSSeecccce 55 2 57 27 1 28 51 2 53 26 WL 27 
Re lieveisieiese 5 I 5 3 ae 3 h — 2 —— 2 
Comnceeces 30 3 33 qt al 12 22 5 27 10 2 12 
Nee scecce 105 3 108 hi6é i 7 7 2 16 Tal 1 2 
Node cecese ae ae sa 7 3 10 18 3 Age al, 3 = 
Pas eccccce pes esi ene Pie ils BG) ys i) Bo Ba Co AS al pes Ce RIT, 
NAtIo ccc |_ toe ic zy hv sean Omen ea eecOl a ve So ora BS as ik “68 ee Tawe 187 
Ohios.sscsllmalse 5: 60 - 192 OOM 39 ~T39 150 ale 16m gO 156 
iad eteteleetels 38 19 57 16 hh 20 3h 8 a 21 3 2h 
WL ooaane 53 7 60 27 h 31 oh 6 60 30 3 33 
WiSoececece pity ete UO RRR FOr) =. Mendis Cutest ey Ciena --- noe - ~ Bee 6 62 
EaNscenteel| Meso men On BoIGn a M257 mm moet SLOT 307 = 97 8 7 Leh s < 285%. 560 = 
Mimngicseset (2h. 58 299 205 50 Bop 281 75 356 a 65 303 
TOWa ccccce 135 6 Lhd 86 h 90 hs 9 15h h 100 
Molejeretstelaicle 202 58 260 122 3 165 191 56 2h7 atk 38 182 
NeDake ecoce 29 3) 32 15 3 18 31 3 3h 20 2 22 
Sebakesieele Shi h Tal 10 2 12 35 3 38 10 1 aL 
Nebr. ecoce 29 2 2 a 1 2h 3h 2 36 25 1 26 
Kansececee | 56 6 sy a ey a. Lg ea he _ 5B) me Ges 6 ~ DSSS Maat a 36 2 38 
WoNeCentee | 729 _ _ 137) = ie 1 2 Ton = DE Wes TT io TT wn Ssh eT ee ese 
Deletcecnes 7 2 3 i tT i 2 9 3 il ort 
Md. cccccee 30 3 6 22 3 25 23 on ie » Shit 18 6 2h 
Va. eccccce 80 168 2h8 57 98 155 76 152 228. 60 98 158 
W.Va. eovoe 36 32 68 20 15 35 SyL ho fal 13 2h Bil 
NG. eeceoe 57 Ti 6h, 37 3 ho 55 10 65 38 3 Fal 
BGS on0606 Th 16 90 59 12 ale Th 6 80 63 h 67 
C25 GO05000 61 == 61 29 == 29 63 -= 63 31 == 31 
El aiewette teed ee ae ORC OMNE mS Sk NEG eT CNG ee tee AS ie BL 8. 
Seater ele Oma mCLO MG 135 a nT 3/5 as 550 an 2ek Pe Sil So 239 Det To 380 
Ky sibeseiste 61 3 6h “LE 2 63 I 6h nn at US 
Tenne eecco 33 h 37 19 3 22 32 3 35 22 2 2h 
Ala. cccese 28 12 ho 20 9 29 28 12 ho 22 10 32 
MisSisteisiees 7 5 52 26 oh 30 52 5 57 32 h 36 
WAG OSaq0a0d 3h 3 37 20 2 22 35 h 39 22 3 25 
Okilaenercisicte 62 8 70 hh 6 50 65 9 7h hs 1 52 
Lexan oeneet eo) abe On OR meer awe Oh) oie 278 32d SW 37S 2 260) BS. 295 
SOaie aoa) Sato DUT TS EE Be DE aE en ay eee i ES Ey 
Monte eccce B ab 9 Zt om Z 6 1 1 3 c= 3 
Idaho ceccoe 9 2 wal 3 a, h 9 2 Tat 3 1 h 
Wye ece0000 6 = 6 3 —— 3 6 1 1 3 —— 3 
Colo. oeece 37 3) ho alae aL 12 19 aL 20 8 so 8 
N.Mex. e200 7 ee 7 h — h 7 i.) " h a h 
AViZe cence 10 -< 10 5 -- 5 1), al 15 5 =< 5 
WEIN GoGo0C 39 16 55 20 wh 3h ya 7 hé 2h 6 30 
Nev. eeseeo _) —— —— — ases a a osas, I —— 13 —— 
Wash. cceoe| 111 13 12) 67 10 77 107 ual 118 72 6 78 
Orege cocce| 2h7 31 278 187 23 210 a 31 ea 21h 17 231 
Cala fecesteel| pl O3) mp oOm ell 59 59Gb ult 6h0 h7 date O5Dem an OM emEE OO 
West. scsce] Ly sTT 122 ~ 1,699 SOO NmHMNOS ae = Gay = r at Tee lovee z els 989 68 — 1,057 
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Death loss of turkeys 


Young turkeys lost as a 

percent of total numbers a percent of breeders 

bought and home hatched on hand January 1 
195h, 5 IES Ce velcesh aloes 


Breeding stock lost as 
Geographic 
Division 
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Percent Percent Percent Percent 

North AGBantaicrreelelesle 10 9 tl 
East North Centrale... iat 10 6 7 
West North Centraleee 10 10 7 GMenda 
South Atlanticeececeece 10 12 6 6 
South Centrale. eececoce 9 9 if 6 
WESTEIMoce clelelelelelcleicioe 10 5 6 
United StatesSceccccce O@ 9.8 6.0 6.2 
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